Health
In most countries, Public Health remains the Cinderella of Health Sciences. Among hysicians, public health doctors often are forced to t a t e a lowly position in the pecking order of medical specialists. In some countries, including a few in the Asia-Pacific Region, doctors practising Public Health are not even considered as specialists and therefore do not receive any specialist allowances, de@ile acquiring higher acaemic qualifications and extcnsive expcrience. Similarly, among practitioners of other disciplines related to public health, such as engineers and nurses, those who choose to follow careers in public health often command less prestige and smaller emoluments than their fellows in other specialty areas.
Nevertheless, there is no cause for dejection. Espccially in the past few years, increasing awareness about the importance of Public Health has become apparent among governments and informed members of the public. It is becoming ever more appreciated that prcvcntion is not only better, but also far cheaper than cure and that public health practitioners should be given their rightful place and fair wages.
At the same time, euphoria about a glowing future for public health in the remaining years of the twentieth ccntury is, to my mind, quite unjustificd. We are locked in a desperate battle against the many vested interests that opposc preventive medicine or the primary health approach in the delivery of health care. The most dangcrous enemies are those who pay lip scmice to these concepts but who, by devious and divcrsc means, seek to undermine those self-same concepts.
We should, therefore, intensify our efforts to win over more of the political establishment, the health professionals, the university teachers, the community leaders and those at the grass roots level. There is no mom for complacency. To many, the importance of public health is not as self-evident as some of us would like to believe. We must seek continually to prove that public healthmeasures are really effective in improving the health and happiness of the communities we sewe. We must persevere in promoting the'Primary Health Care (PHC) approach so that cost-effective prevention and treatment can become accessible to the whole world.
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